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STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
Faculty convocation will recognize excellence
The annual Faculty Awards Convocation is set  
for Thursday, February 2, in the DeVos Center,  
Loosemore Auditorium.
Awards will be presented for years of service 
and excellence in teaching, scholarship and 
research. The event will begin at 4 p.m. The  
keynote speech will be given by Felix Ngassa,  
associate professor of chemistry, and Christine  
Smith, professor of psychology; they both will  
receive the Center for Scholarly and Creative  
Excellence Award for Distinguished 
Undergraduate Mentoring.
University awards for excellence will be  
presented to the following:
• Debra Burg, associate professor of biomedical  
sciences, Outstanding Advising and Student  
Services Award;
• Amy Matthews, associate professor of  
psychology, Outstanding Community Service  
Award;
• Kathleen Underwood, associate professor 
of history and women and 
gender studies, Outstanding 
University Service Award;
• Paul Jorgensen, professor  
of computing and information  
systems, Distinguished 
Contribution in a Discipline  
Award;
• David Austin, professor 
of mathematics, University 
Outstanding Teacher Award.
The Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center will present 
awards to the following:
• Nathan Barrows, 
Alice Chapman, Maria 
Landon, Michelle Miller-Adams, Kirsten 
Strom and Richard Vallery will receive 
Teaching Excellence Awards;
• Amy Schelling, assistant professor of  
education, Pew Teaching with Technology  
Award; and Justin Pettibone, adjunct 
instructor of liberal studies, Pew Teaching 
Excellence Award for Part-Time Faculty.
The CSCE will present awards to Ngassa 
Across Campus
Health Wellness creates 
emotional health video
Several years ago, Sheldon Kopperl, professor  
of biomedical sciences, recognized he was  
suffering from depression and sought 
treatment with the help of Grand Valley’s 
employee assistance program.
Kopperl shared part of his story in a video 
produced by Health and Wellness to promote 
emotional health and raise awareness of the 
services provided by Encompass. View the 
video at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and 
click on the “You’re Not Alone” button. 
Through Encompass, faculty and staff members 
can receive up to five free counseling sessions. 
Encompass has many offices throughout  
West Michigan. Counselors are also available  
online and by phone 24 hours a day, seven days  
a week.
Melita Travis Johnson, director of inclusion 
initiatives for Encompass, said professional 
counselors at Encompass are trained to help  
with nearly every work-life issue, particularly  
non-diagnosable issues not covered by most  
insurance carriers.
Sue Sloop, Work Life consultant, said 
on-campus support groups are another 
resource for faculty and staff members who 
are struggling with an issue. Groups that meet 
regularly are focused on parenting and  
Alzheimer’s support. Visit the website for  
details or call Sloop at x12215.
Nominations sought 
for Celebrating 
Women Awards
The campus groups and departments that 
sponsor the Celebrating Women Awards 
are seeking nominations of outstanding 
students, faculty and staff members to 
recognize at the March 13 event.
Nominations are sought for awards presented  
by Women and Gender Studies, Women’s 
Center and Women’s Commission. Positive  
Black Women also presents scholarships at  
the event.
Award criteria is online at www.gvsu.edu/ 
w_commission. A new award, the Unsung Hero  
Award, is sponsored by the Women’s 
Provost Gayle R. Davis makes remarks during the 2011 Faculty Awards 
Convocation. This year’s event is set for Thursday at the DeVos Center.
continues on page 4
continues on page 2
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical sciences, 
discusses his battle with depression in a video for 
Health and Wellness about emotional health.
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Faculty members who 
serve as advisors for the 
more than 95 academic 
student organizations 
at Grand Valley were 
recognized at an 
appreciation breakfast 
on January 26  
during Campus 
Leadership Week. 
Nominated by the 
campus community, 
20 faculty members 
received Faculty of 
Distinction honors. 
The award was 
created by Omicron 
Delta Kappa National 
Leadership Honor 
Society to celebrate 
20 years at Grand 
Valley and to recognize 
the important role faculty members play for 
students both in and out of the classroom. 
“We are proud of the many ways our faculty 
members help enrich students’ academic 
experience, and we know students will get a 
jump-start on their career because of their 
support,” said Provost Gayle R. Davis.
Faculty of Distinction award recipients are Peter 
Anderson, Craig Benjamin, Shawn T. Bible, 
Ranelle Brew, Austin Bunn, Grace Coolidge, 
Cynthia Coviak, Jodee Hunt, Karen Libman,  
Julia Mason, Shaily Menon, Azizur Molla, Lois 
Smith Owens, Charles Pazdernik, Tim  
Penning, Dawn Richiert, Andrew Sterian,  
Jennifer Stewart, Merritt Taylor and Danielle  
Wiese-Leek.
The Academic Student Organization 
Appreciation Breakfast was sponsored by the  
Office of Student Life, Provost Office and  
Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership  
Honor Society. 
Advisors receive Faculty of Distinction awards
Commission and will be presented to someone who has improved  
the campus community but is not known for those contributions. 
The deadline for nominations is February 15.
Campus community can attend  
World Affairs Council lectures for free
Grand Valley students, faculty and staff members can attend at no cost  
each of the upcoming “Great Decisions” lectures, sponsored by the  
World Affairs Council of Western Michigan.
The series begins February 6 and continues each Monday, 6-7:15 p.m.,  
through March 26 at the Aquinas College Performing Arts Center. Grand 
Valley is among the university sponsors of the series. Grand Valley  
audience members should sign the GVSU list at the registration table  
prior to each lecture. The series is detailed below.
• February 6: “What the Oceans are Telling Us and Why it Matters,” by 
“Dr. Ocean,” David E. Guggenheim, Ocean Foundation, Washington, D.C.;
• February 13: “The Cyber Frontier: Cyberspace Confronts Cybercrime,” 
by Sheila R. Ronis, Project on National Security Reform, Washington D.C.;
• February 20: “End Game: Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq,” by George  
A. Lopez, Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, University  
of Notre Dame;
• February 27: “Tools We Use to Promote Democracy Across the Globe,”  
by Lorne W. Craner, president, International Republican Institute,  
Washington, D.C.;
• March 5: “Mexico,” by Daniel Miller, Calvin College;
• March 12: “Middle East Realignment,” by Graeme Bannerman, Middle  
East Institute, Washington, D.C.; moderator, Jim Goode, GVSU professor  
of history;
• March 19: “Debriefing: Indonesia — What’s happening now on the  
ground?” by William Liddle, Political Science Department, Ohio State  
University;
• March 26: “Drilling Down From Foreign Policy to Domestic: Energy  
Policy,” panelists: Deborah Steketee, Center for Sustainability, 
Aquinas College; Bruce Goodman, environmental law, Varnum.
Charter earns designation 
for excellence
A Grand Valley authorized charter school has been awarded “School 
of Excellence” status by the university Board of Trustees.
To be considered a School of Excellence, 90 percent of the student 
body must be proficient in both reading and mathematics, or 70 percent 
if half or more of its students qualify for the free or reduced lunch 
program. William C. Abney Academy has a 93.7 percent eligibility for 
free and reduced lunch, and met the MEAP standards with a three-year 
proficiency of 82.5 percent in reading and 85.1 percent in mathematics.
As Grand Valley enters its 16th year as an authorizer, it charters 
44 school buildings, serving more than 22,000 students. 
Writing Center offers 
consultations for faculty, staff
Faculty and staff members who have an article for publication or 
a conference presentation can schedule consultation reviews with 
administrators or consultants from the Fred Meijer Center for Writing.  
Consultations can be scheduled in person or via phone. Call the 
center at x12922 with questions or to make an appointment.
Subscribe to GVNow alerts, Twitter 
Keep up with campus news by subscribing to GVNow, Grand Valley’s  
daily news website produced by News and Information Services, 
and following Grand Valley’s news account on Twitter.
Each day new stories are added to GVNow, subscribers will receive an  
email with links. Visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow and click on “News  
Alerts” to subscribe. The Twitter account also provides live coverage 
at large campus events. Visit www.twitter.com/GV_Now to follow 
and click on “News Alerts” at the bottom of the page to subscribe.
continued from page 1
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Twenty faculty members received a Faculty of Distinction award during Campus 
Leadership Week. 
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Opera Theatre presents 
‘The Light in the Piazza’
Travel to Rome and Florence from the comfort 
of a theater seat during the Opera Theatre 
production of the romantic Broadway musical  
“The Light in the Piazza.”
Six performances are scheduled February 3-4 
and Feb. 10-11, at 7:30 p.m., and February 5, 12 at 
2 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center, Louis  
Armstrong Theatre. 
“This production is about a young woman 
who finds romance for the first time, while 
vacationing in Italy with her mother,” said Dale 
Schriemer, Opera Theatre artistic director. “It is 
a wonderful opportunity to showcase our very 
talented students and the beautiful music and  
expressive feelings of the Italian culture.”
Based on the novella by Elizabeth Spencer, 
the musical was developed at the Intiman 
Playhouse in Seattle and the Goodman 
Theatre in Chicago before opening on 
Broadway in 2005, with a run of more than 
500 performances. Music and lyrics by Adam 
Guettel garnered the 2005 Tony Award for Best 
Original Score. A 1962 film adaptation featured 
Olivia de Havilland and Yvette Mimieux. 
A team of guest professionals comprises the 
artistic team, including New York City stage 
director Dorothy Danner and Chicago music 
director and conductor James Barnett.
General admission tickets are $14; alumni, 
faculty, staff and seniors $12; all students $6. 
Tickets are available to purchase online at  
www.gvsu.edu/theatre; in person at the box  
office, located in the lobby of the Performing  
Arts Center, open Mondays-Fridays,            
noon-5 p.m. and one hour prior to 
performances, or by calling x12300. Tickets 
may also be purchased, with a service  
fee, through StarTickets online at www.
startickets.com, or by calling (616) 222-4000  
or (800) 585-3737. 
Ad pro to speak on 
nonprofit branding
A local advertising veteran is next in SOC 
HOPP (School of Communications, Hear Other  
Professors and Professionals) series, which 
provides interaction among students, faculty  
members and the community on common  
communication subjects. 
Bill McKendry, founder and chief creative 
officer of Hanon-McKendry Integrated Brand  
Connections, will give a speech, “Do More  
Good,” which is also the title of his new book.  
The event is Tuesday, January 31, from  
6-7:30 p.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore  
Auditorium. The event is free and open to  
the public.
For more information, contact Tim Penning, 
associate professor of communications, at  
x13478 or penning@gvsu.edu.
Dillon to speak at 
Wheelhouse Talks
State treasurer 
and former 
speaker of the 
state House of 
Representatives 
Andy Dillon 
will be the next 
speaker at the 
Wheelhouse 
Talks, 
sponsored by 
the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies.
Dillon, a well-known politician and member 
of Gov. Rick Snyder’s cabinet, will speak about 
his leadership philosophy and his experience 
in politics and the corporate world. 
His presentation is set for Wednesday, 
February 1, 12:30 p.m. at the Kroc Community 
Center, 2500 S. Division, Grand Rapids.
“We are fortunate to have a public servant of 
Andy Dillon’s caliber address the Leadership 
Academy and the general public,” said 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies. “Dillon 
has a wealth of experience, including the 
ability to work on both sides of the aisle. 
He is a champion of the kind of bipartisan 
public service we desperately need today.”
RSVP for the event at www.allpresidents.org.
Expo highlights wellness
The eighth annual Fitness and Wellness Expo 
will be held on Wednesday, February 1,  
from  4-7 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand  
River Room.
Resources and local services geared toward 
healthy lifestyles will be showcased, including  
cooking demonstrations from Meijer, massages  
and more. More than 20 vendors will be  
available. 
A student who lost more than 150 pounds 
will share his weight-loss story. Ruben 
Rodriguez will speak at 5:30 p.m. about how 
he used campus resources to lose weight.
The expo is free; visit www.gvsu.edu/rec for  
more information.
Olympic medal winner 
to speak at first 
Intersections event
The 200-meter bronze medal winner at the  
1968 Summer Olympics and an acclaimed 
sportswriter and author will kick off Grand  
Valley’s Black History Month celebration.
John Carlos, known for raising his fist toward  
the sky on the platform at the 1968 Summer 
Olympics, will discuss his experiences as 
an African American athlete and Olympic 
winner. Carlos’ Black power salute caused 
his suspension from the U.S. team for life. 
Sportswriter Dave Zirin, host of the radio 
show “Edge of Sports” and sports editor of 
the Nation, will join Carlos to discuss their 
book, The John Carlos Story: The Sports 
Movement That Changed the World. 
“Not Just a Game: Politics and Power in 
American Sports” is set for Thursday, February 
2, 4 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
The event is free and open to the public.
The event marks the university’s first 
“Intersections” program, which is a series of 
events hosted by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, Women’s Center and LGBT Resource  
Center. The series will provide opportunities 
for the campus community to look at the world  
through multiple dimensions including race, 
gender, sexual orientation and class status. 
Locally produced 
documentary to air 
nationally on PBS
The West Michigan documentary film “Up 
from the Bottoms: The Search for the American 
Dream” will air on PBS television stations 
across the nation over the next three years. The 
film will air on WGVU on Sunday, February 
5 at 8 p.m. during Black History Month.
The Paul Robeson Award-winning film 
tells the story of the massive migration of 
African Americans from the rural South 
to the prosperous North during the World 
War II years and beyond. Sponsors of the 
project include the National Educational 
Telecommunication Association, with 
support by the Michigan Humanities 
Council, Alcoa Inc. and Grand Valley.
“The Bottoms is a low-lying area in Muskegon, 
near Jackson Hill, that was inhabited by 
many African Americans who came in the 
1930s and ’40s,” said director Jim Schaub, 
adjunct professor of communications. 
Schaub co-produced the film with his 
brother Rod Schaub, who has had a lengthy 
career in the music and film industries.
For more information visit www.
upfromthebottoms.com.
What’s Ahead
Andy Dillon
Photo by April Galbreth
Ryan DeBoer as Fabrizio and Claire Chardon as Clara 
perform in the Opera Theatre production ‘The Light in 
the Piazza.’ Performances begin Friday in the PAC.
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General Events
Mon., Jan. 30
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Healthy 
Mondays. FH. Call x12215 for information.
Noon: Asian Pacific American Islander 
Heritage Documentary, “First Person 
Plural.” 2250 KC. Call x12177 for more 
information. 
6 p.m.: School of Communications SOC 
HOPP with Bill McKendry. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x13478 for more 
information.
Tues., Jan. 31
Noon: Asian Pacific American Islander 
Heritage Documentary, “In the Matter of 
Cha Jung Hee.” 2250 KC. Call x12177 for 
more information. 
Wed., Feb. 1
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: Perugino String 
Quartet. CDC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
12:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Wheelhouse 
Talks with Andy Dillon. Kroc Center, 2500 
S. Division. RSVP at www.allpresidents.org.
4 p.m.: Campus Recreation, Health and 
Wellness host Fitness and Wellness Expo. 
KC. Call x13659 for more information.
Thurs., Feb. 2
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.: Excellence Series: “Understanding 
the Americans with Disabilities Act,” by 
Kathleen VanderVeen. 2270 KC. Register at 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts “Not Just 
a Game,” by John Carlos and Dave Zirin. 
2250 KC. Call x12530 for information.
4 p.m.: Faculty Awards Convocation. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12400 
for more information.
Fri., Feb. 3
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty and Staff 
Friday. 302E, DEV. Call x12922 for more 
information.
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts “An 
Evolutionary Perspective on Asthma and 
Allergens,” by Justin Andrews. Call x12195 
for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents “The Light 
in the Piazza.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information.
Sat., Feb. 4
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents “The Light 
in the Piazza.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information.
Sun., Feb. 5
2 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents “The Light 
in the Piazza.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information.
Sports
Thurs., Feb. 2
6 p.m.: Women’s basketball hosts Saginaw 
Valley State University.
8 p.m.: Men’s basketball hosts Saginaw Valley 
State University.
Sat., Feb. 4
1 p.m. Women’s basketball hosts Lake 
Superior State University.
3 p.m.: Men’s basketball hosts Lake Superior 
State University.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Jeanine Beasley, associate professor of 
occupational therapy, will receive a Roster 
of Fellows Award from the American 
Occupational Therapy Association. 
Amy Russell, assistant professor of biology, 
gave a presentation, “Modeling the Population  
Genetic Effects of Wind Turbine-Related 
Mortalities in Red Bats,” at the 2012 meeting  
of the Bats and Wind Energy Cooperative in  
Austin, Texas.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s 
Enrichment Center, gave a presentation, 
“Looking at NAEYC Accreditation,” at the 38th 
Annual Kent 4Cs Early Childhood Conference.
Kathryn Remlinger, professor of English, 
was elected to serve a four-year term on the  
Executive Council of the American Dialect  
Society at the Society’s annual meeting in  
Portland, Oregon.
Annis Water Resources Institute staff 
members Richard Rediske and Jim 
O’Keefe co-wrote an article, “Sex Difference 
in Polybrominated Diphenyl Ether 
Concentrations of Walleyes,” published 
in the Journal of Great Lakes Research.
Shaily Menon, professor of biology, co-wrote 
an article, “Rhododendron Species in the 
Indian Eastern Himalayas: New Approaches 
to Understanding Rare Plant Species 
Distributions,” published in the Journal of 
American Rhododendron Society.
Amanda Stansbie, internship coordinator 
for Hospitality and Tourism Management,  
received the Internship Mini Grant, allowing  
the department to coordinate a series of  
career fairs.
Rita Kohrman, education resources librarian, 
edited the book Curriculum Materials 
Collections and Centers: Legacies from 
the Past, Visions of the Future, which also 
includes a section she wrote about historical 
developments up to the year 1940.
and Smith, and Caitlin Horrocks, Jonathan 
Nichol and Glenn Valdez will receive the 
Distinguished Early-Career Scholar Award.
Faculty members with 40 years of service 
will be recognized: Edward Cole, professor 
of history, and John Reifel, professor of 
economics. P. Douglas Kindschi, university 
professor of mathematics and philosophy, 
will be recognized for 35 years of service.
Three people will be recognized for 30 
years of service: Patricia Matthews, assistant 
professor of biology, Sandra Portko, professor 
of psychology, and David Rathbun, professor 
of communications; five will be recognized for 
25 years of service: Todd Carlson, professor 
of chemistry, Cynthia Coviak, professor of 
nursing, James Goode, professor of history, 
Paul Johnson, professor of engineering, and 
Stephen Margulis, professor of management.
continued from page 1
Years of service to be awarded at convocation
